For more than one thousand years, people from every corner of the GrecoRoman world sought the hope for a blessed afterlife through initiation into the Mysteries of Demeter and Kore at Eleusis. In antiquity itself and in our memory of antiquity, the Eleusinian Mysteries stand out as the oldest and most venerable mystery cult.
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A catalog record for this publication is available from the British Library. My fascination with this site comes from its last excavator and my own mentor, George Mylonas. Soon after his death, the Athens Archaeological Society asked me to undertake the study and publication of the Bronze Age finds from the old excavations at the Sanctuary of Demeter and Kore. That project led to a two-volume publication of the architecture, stratigraphy, and finds from the site, which was recently published by the Athens Archaeological Society. In the course of that work I became increasingly aware of the need for a synthesis of the history of Eleusis in the Bronze Age, above and beyond what the technical publication of the material record would allow. The purpose of the present book is twofold: to provide that synthesis and also to address the wider issue of the origins of the Eleusinian Mysteries, a problem that is tied to the Bronze Age origins of the site. The core of the book is a synthesis of the social, economic, and cultural history of Eleusis during the Bronze Age, especially the second millennium BC. Given, however, that more than seventy years have passed since the publication of Mylonas's Eleusis and the Eleusinian Mysteries (1961), I considered this an opportunity to place the Bronze Age within the wider historical framework of the archaeology of Eleusis by providing updates on the most important archaeological developments since Mylonas's book. In this respect, it is hoped that this book can prove useful also to scholars working on the later periods of the site.
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It is a pleasure for me to acknowledge the support provided by the ᾿Εν ᾿ Αθήναις ᾿ Αρχαιολογικὴ ῾Εταιρεία, the institution that launched, more than a century ago, the first systematic excavation at Eleusis. To the Board of the Society, especially the Secretary General Dr. Vassileios Petrakos, I am grateful for the many years of moral and financial support that allowed me to complete the project successfully. My work in the museum and at the site was made
